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SECRET STATE 008762 


Message Text 


NODIS 

FOR AMBASSADOR FROM ATHERTON; WHITE HOUSE FOR Z. BRZEZINSKI 
E.O. 11652: GDS 


TAGS: SY OVIP, (VANCE, CYRUS R.) 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED SECRETARIAL VISIT TO DAMASCUS FOLLOWING 
JERUSALEM TALKS 


WHILE WE APPRECIATE CONSIDERATIONS WHICH LEAD YOU TO SUGGEST 
POSSIBILITY SECRETARY VISIT DAMASCUS FOLLOWING HIS 
ATTENDANCE AT JERUSALEM TALKS, SECRETARY HAS INDICATED THAT 
THIS WILL BE IMPOSSIBLE. IT WOULD BE MOST DIFFICULT FOR 
HIM TO VISIT DAMASCUS WITHOUT ALSO GOING TO AMMAN, AND 
POSSIBLY JIDDA AS WELL, AND THERE JUST IS NOT ENOUGH TIME 
IN HIS SCHEDULE FOR HIM TO DO THIS. WE WILL CONTINUE, 

HOWEVER, TO SEND YOU INSTRUCTIONS FOR BRIEFING SYRIANS 
IN SECRETARY'S NAME ON STATE OF PLAY AND OUR THINKING, 

IN EFFORT TO KEEP DIALOGUE GOING. CHRISTOPHER 


SECRET 
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